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The 2004 Indian Ocean tsunami of 26 December severely affected six provinces (Ranong, Phang-nga, Phuket, 
Krabi, Trang and Satun) on the Andaman sea coast of Thailand. This paper presents the impact of the tsunami on 
the fi shery and aquaculture sectors including the post rehabilitation. The immediate result of the tsunami was the 
near destruction of the local economy. The economic disaster was such that it led to a 0.8% reduction in the Thai 
national gross domestic product (GDP) growth rate for the year 2005.  It was estimated that the total impact of 
the tsunami in the fi shery and aquaculture sector of the affected provinces is 6,481 million Baht, 40% of which 
(2,560 million) are damage to assets and the remaining 60% (3,882 million) are losses in production for the rest 
of the present year. The livelihoods of many coastal fi shery communities in Thailand were completely or partially 
destroyed by the tsunami. Economies at the community level were severely affected, which led to even deeper 
poverty. Preliminary assessment (after the tsunami attacked) reveals that the fi shery resources decline by half. 
The price of marine animal also dropped within 3 months after the tsunami. It was found that the assistance by 
compensation package in the monitory term was far from desirable. The way in which compensation was given 
caused serious problems, which in turn led to serious confl icts within communities and among communities in 
tsunami-affected areas. Three main critical issues have to be solved, i.e. illegal fi shing, democratization manage-
ment, and constraint and need in continuing rehabilitation. In addition, lessons learned in the fi shery rehabilita-
tion phase for Thailand reveal several future sustainable works, such as creating supplementary income, training 
programs, marketing system development, fi nancial support, strategic approach need, self-help focus, confl ict 
management, and participatory approach.
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Associate Professor. The main research topic of my study covers the risk and vulnerable 
assessments from natural disasters, such as floods, droughts, and tsunamis. This starts 
from the policy-maker level in term of an integration between the risk management cycle 
(prevention and mitigation, preparedness, response, and recovery) and climate change 
adaptation down to the community level.
